Night Owl Publisher
CD-ROM File Manager
On-line Help

How it Works

Point to control or area of interest on the screen graphic below to get help on that item.
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BBS-PCBFPPEs A-M AsetupdB zip 89,637 01-08-96
BBS-FPUCBFPESN-Z AspaB01 Zip 427,074 12-01-85
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Zip File Viewer
The built in Zip file viewer permits you to view the directory listing of any Zip file on the

Night Owl disk. Files may be viewed or extracted while in the viewer.

Point to area of interest with your mouse and click for help on that area.

% Viewing the directory of BANKP330.ZIP

Sart

m g 552,751 bytes zipped to 357,700 bytes in 19 fles Bk |
File Mame i

BANK HLP 16,5 10/30/95

BANKPLAN.ICO i 10f30/85 03:30:00 am
BP.BAT 2,967 10£30/85 03:30:00 am
CHKLIST.MS 54 10/30/95 11:21:58 am
FILE_ID.DIZ 4726 11/01/85 03:30:00 am
GO.BAT 7,458 10f30/95 03:30:00 am
MANUAL THT 67,572 10f30/85 03:30:00 am
MASTER ASS 9,480 10f30/85 03:30:00 am
MMB.EXE 10,672 1030/85 0330:00am
MSHERC.COM 6,743 3,825 10/30495 03:30:00 am
PLAN.OYR 102,464 100,304 10730695 03:30:00 am
README. THT 25087 9,344 10/30/95 03:30:00 am
READ ME.15T 171 72 110195 03:30:00am =
Wiewing the directory listing of the selected ZIF file




User File List

The user file list is a list of categories and file names that you select for special interest.

Items are placed on the list by selecting a group of files and clicking on the add (+)
button or by using the_texi/file search feature.

Use the mouse to point to a control or area of interest and click to get help on that item:

% Your Personal File List
File  UszerLizt Help

HE 5 O 2 e

ZBBS - Remotedccess Utils
- Bl serv250.7ip

- Eilowkset! 0.2ip

- EiMsgrad.zip

- BI0lms 253 zip

MBI ms2h 3 7

L BRalcct 0.z7ip

=005 & System Related
- Blddiz1 8.zip

- B4dos551hzip

- E4d0sh51uzip

- Ei4hist110.zip

- BiAnsi113ezip
EGame - DOO0M Add-ons
- Ei2diehell zip

- Bl dtowers Zip

- BiAdeathl zip

aur list of categories and files of interest




nZip Button

The Night Owl retriever has a built in file unzipping capability. Files may be unzipped
(extracted) to any drive:\directory on your system. The retriever supports unzipping
any ZIP file on the CD-ROM and any ZIP file in the user work area.

To unzip a file, select the target ZIP file and click on the UnZip button. You will be
prompted to select a destination directory and you may even choose to create a new
directory should you so desire.

Once you select a destination directory, Night Owl will commence to extract all the files
in the target ZIP file to the destination directory. Prior to commencing file extraction, a
check is made to ensure the extracted files will fit on the target drive. A progress
window displays extraction progress.

Note that the user work area is the default destination directory and that you may
extract individual files from a ZIP file from within the ZIP file viewer.



opying Files

The Night Owl retriever supports file copying from the Night Owl CD-ROM or the user
work area to any drive on your disk. When the Copy Button is clicked, you will be
prompted to select a destination directory and you may choose to create a new
directory if so desired. After the destination directory has been selected, Night Owl will
copy the selected file.

Note that multiple files may be copied from the user work area to any directory in your
system.



ser Work Area

The user work area is a Night Owl directory set aside for your use in unzipping
shareware files for evaluation.

Use the mouse to point to a control or area of interest and click to get help on that item:

'j' Might Owl User Work Area Files
Eile Help
b e
HE & & & 0 6l
MHame Size Date
e A ——
am.exe 179,403 085 2945
am.hst 1,021 040696
athena.bmp 11,238 nari4ias
heetjpn 4 349 O7rnaas
biell way 49 166 0ar1 45945
chip.bmp 21,718 08/24595
earth brmp 21,718 nar24r945
earth.png 10,616 12104195
factry1 B.bimp 248 nari4i945
file_id.diz 333 0ar2aa4a
financ16.bmp 243 nari4ias
handsh16.bmp 243 nari4ia4s |
ppaintjpo 432 4457 0ar2 45945
ship16.bmp 248 08/24595
shit.dat 7 040696 d
HintFanel




Text/File Search

This is a fast means of searching the textual file descriptions for a specific text string or
searching the data base for file names. The text search is limited to 40 characters and
is not case-sensitive and the file search supports wild card use but excludes use of *.*
and *.ZIP.

The search can be limited to selected (marked) categories.

Use the mouse to point to a control or area of interest and then click to get help on that
item:

Might Owl Text/File Search
@ | | _@ [~ File Search |

Header

<] ASP Member Submissions
[] BBS - BES Listings

[<] BBS - Doors A- M

(<] BBS- Doors M- Z
[<]EBS- PCEBPPES A- M i
[<]EBS-PCBPPESM-Z

[<] BBS - Progs. & Ltils

[<] BBS - TriBBS Utils

[<] BBS - RemoteAccess Liils
(<] BBS - Wildeat w4 x Utils

[<] Business i Finance

(<] Communications

E Database f Spreadshests
(<] Demo Programs

[<] DTR/ Clipartf CAD

-
FA rrms 0 e ol mdin al

[

|Enter search text or file name as search target




raphics File Viewer

Night Owl provides a sophisticated graphics file viewer that supports viewing of BMP,
WMF, PCX, PNG, JPG, and ICO files. You can print the file being viewed and even
save it to a different supported format.

Point to control or area of interest in the graphic below with the mouse and click to get
help for that item:

é' Might Owl Graphic File Yiewer

Fil=  Edit

ERE 73 Exit
= e . bR P P athena.bmp

[=r night heet jpo

unzip chip.bmp
! earth.brmp
earth.png
factryl B.bimp
2l financ16.hmp
B handsh16.bmp
SR | paint.jpo
i chint6.hmp
| =tvline. brmp
dtechnlgy bmp

= e: [drive-e] =] Viewing TECHNLGY.BMP

Select a graphics file to view

WWidth Bitsipixel Colors Camp
Height gl Planes Type =00 Size

[l Stretch

| Center ;ﬁj
[l Dither
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MMI Player
Night Owl provides an MMI player that can play MID and WAV sound files and AVI video
(movie) files. It can even play a selected group of files in automatic sequence.

Use the mouse to point to a control or area of interest and then click in that area for help
on that item:

Night Owl's MMI Plaper |
Auto Play | :’% Exit |
| = e: [drive-e] 21 L i ] el (= s R B
[= e
[ night

& UNZip

hiell wiay

0% 0:00 to go

QD

Autarnatically play selected files in sequence Level = 8




Add to User File List

The User File List is maintained by the Night Owl retriever as a personal list of files
selected by you. There are two places where you may add to your list. One is from
the main window by selecting files in the file list box and then clicking the Add button.
The second place is in the Text/File search dialog. After a search is completed, all files
that match the search criteria are automatically added to your list.

You list is automatically saved to a disk file when you leave the user list viewing window
and restored when you start the Night Owl retriever. You may clear the list and start
over.



Click on the help button or press F1 to call this help file.



The Category list controls which file
names are displayed in the file list box.



The file list box contains the names
of all files in the selected file category.



A textual description of the selected
file appears in this box.



A helpful hint related to the area or control
under the mouse is displayed here. It changes
dynamically as the mouse is moved.



xtract and View File

You may extract and view the contents of any text file from within the Zip file viewer.
Night Owl extracts the file into the work directory for viewing and then deletes the
extracted file when viewing is completed.

The text viewer features include use of the Windows clipboard, file printing, font
selection and more. Use the viewer window main menu to access these features.

% Viewing FILE_ID.DIZ from Bankp330.zip

Fil= Clipboard Search  Optionz  Help
Bank-Plan: Small business cashflow planner.
Projects cash inflows, outflows & bank
balances for next 12 months. Produces
numerous reports & graphs. “Roll-forward”
projections each month. Ideal for “what-ifs".
Suits any business with sales under 2m
pounds/dollars and advisers, banks etc. Uery
easy to use for forecasting cash and short-
term funding needs. Extensive on-line help
and documentation included.

1:15 Total: 11 Top: 1 Bytes: 426 Exit |




Use the main menu to access the
various text file viewer features.



These boxes display line number and
other file status data.



Double-click on any text file to temporarily
extract and view the contents of that file.



You may clear your user list and
start over by clicking this button.
The list will be cleared and the list
file will be deleted.



Click on the Exit Button to close the current window.
The red Exit Button in the main window terminates the
Night Owl file retriever program.



You may execute a COM or EXE file by selecting
the file to run and clicking on the execute button.



Files may be deleted from the user work area by
selecting the target files and clicking on the delete button.



To view a text file, select the target file and click on

the file viewer button. Night Owl will use the file
extension to determine which file viewer to call.
Supported types are graphics (AVI, BMP, WMF,

JPG, ICO, & PCX), MMI (AVI, MID, & MID), help (HLP),
executable (COM & EXE), and ZIP. Any file not in one
of these categories is treated as a text file.



Sends the current image to your printer.



You may save the current graphics image

to a disk file. You will be prompted for the
file type, which means you may save the
image as any of the supported graphics file
types (BMP, WMF, JPG, PCX, ICO, & PNG).



Zooms the current image to full screen.
Click with mouse to return to the normal
viewer. Note that this feature may not
work properly with some graphics cards.



The image from the selected graphics file

is displayed in this area. Whether is fills

the area or is centered in the area depends
upon the state of the Stretch and Center buttons.



The drive and directory controls are used to
select the current directory from which the
files list will be built.



Select a file from the list for viewing.



Information pertaining to the file being
viewed are displayed in these boxes.



Toggles the stretch mode. When toggled to on,
the image is stretched to fit the entire viewing area.



Centers the graphic image in the viewing area.



Use the Auto-Play feature to play multiple
MMI files. Select a group of files from the file
list box and then click the Auto-Play button

to commence playing the group.
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MM Player Control Buttons

The MMI control buttons control the playing of AVI, MID, and WAV files.

]

L3

|-

I | | @ | &

Play
Pause

Stop
Next

Prev

Step
Back

Plays the media player

Pauses playing or recording. If already paused when
clicked,resumes playing or recording.

Stops playing or recording

Skips to the next track, or to the end if the medium doesn't
use tracks

Skips to the previous track, or to the beginning if the
medium doesn't use tracks

Moves forward a number of frames

Moves backward a number of frames



Select an AVI, MID, or WAV file for playing/viewing.



AVI video frames occupy this area.



The volume control controls the
audio level to your speakers.



A progress bar is show in this area
during the playing of AVI, MID, or WAV files.



Displays time remaining for the file being played.



Click on this button when you have selected
the file categories you wish to search and have
entered the target information in the search target editor.



This button is a toggle. It will either unselect
all selected categories or select all unselected
category, depending upon it's most recent state.



You mush check this box if you
desire to search for file names.



Select the categories you wish to
search for file names or descriptive text.



Enter the target text for the search in the search

text editor. For file name searches you may use

wild card characters "*" or "?" but you may not use

" *or "™ .ZIP". The descriptive text search is non-case
sensitive and the target is limited to 40 characters.



Format Floppy Disk

Select "Format Floppy" from the main menu "Disc" item to format a floppy disk. Night
Owl supports formatting 720K & 1.44M 3 1/2" diskettes and 360K &1.2M 5 1/4"
diskettes. No other disk types/sizes are supported.

The following dialog controls floppy disk formatting:

Hight Owl Dizk Formatter |
8 Exit|

Dnive:

[Er——— - |

— Dizsk Size
1. 44
O F20K
1.2
" 360K

Dizkette Label:




New-Ware

Night Owl CD-Rom file management system designed and developed by:

New-Ware Quality Software
8050 Camino Kiosco
San Diego, CA 92122

619-455-6225



ow it Works

The Night Owl File Retriever is a sophisticated file manager designed to make your
exploration of the thousands of compressed shareware files on the disk fast and
enjoyable.

The files are listed under 60 major categories and these categories appear in the
category list box of the main window. Selecting a category automatically loads and
displays a list of file names from that category in the file list box. Each file has a textual
description which appears in the description box when the file is selected.

The retriever has a number of file management functions which are available throught
the main menu and the tool bar. The following is a list of tool bar buttons and their
functions:

Unzip button Unzip a file to any drive\directory
View button View contents of the selected ZIP file
Copy button Copy the selected file

User list button View the personal user list

User work area button View files in the user work area
Search button Search for text or file names

Graphics viewer button Use the Night Owl graphics file viewer
MMI player button Use the Night Owl MM file player
Viewing text files View compressed or regular text files

The retriever can also access and install other versions of the Night Owl CD.

Another feature of the retriever is the ability to_format a floppy disk.




Install other versions

The Night Owl shareware CD-ROM disks are issued sequentially and each has a
volume label of NOPV plus the release number. For example, as of April 1996 the
current version is #19 and therefore its label is NOPV19.

This file retriever permits installing and accessing other disks in the series without going
through the full installation process. To access another Night Owl CD, select the
"Change Disc" item from the "Disc" menu on the main menu. You will be prompted to
place the new CD into your CD-ROM drive. The retriever will then check to see if a
data base exists in your Night Owl directory system. Each disc has its own
subdirectory which is named for the release number. For example, the data base for
#19 is in the \TEXT19 subdirectory.

If the data base for the new disk is present, the retriever will shift to that data base and
use the disk you placed in the drive. If not, it will create the appropriate subdirectory,
copy the data base to it, and make the shift.



ext File Viewer

The text file viewer is used to examine the contents of a text file. It offers the following
features:

Print and printer set-up

Cut & Paste selected text to/from the clipboard
Search, find-next, and go-to line number functions
Fixed-font option

Tab size and tab expansion options

Note that when the viewer is used to view compressed text files, the file is extracted for
loading into the viewer and then deleted when the viewer is closed.



Night Owl Publisher, Inc
1611 Falconer Stillwater Road
JamesTown, NY 14701
716-484-3066 [voice]
716-483-3920 [fax]
716-483-3925 [bbs]

Copyright 1996
All rights reserved



Click on this button to start the
floppy drive format.



Select a floppy disk drive to format
from the drop-down drive box.



Select the proper disk type/size by
checking the appropriate item



The volume label of the currently selected
drive appears in this edit box. Type in the
new label just before starting the format.



Select Directory

You may move to any drive by selecting the drive from the drive combo box and then
you may select any directory from the tree. If you desire, you may select a directory by
typing the directory name into the directory path line editor. If the directory that you

specify in this manner does not exist, a prompt will appear that offers the choice of
creating the new directory.









